
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S PRATTLE 

 
ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE OF PROBUS! 

 

Paul Hay 
President  

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  (25/9/08) Peter O’L  
  
Balance forward                     $15585.89 
Income for September             $8869.00 
Expenses for September       $13293.85 
Money held for tours                $3515.00 
Available Club funds                $7646.04 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Our last guest speaker was Diane Kennedy, a 
chiropractor, who has a practice with her husband, 
Richard, in Bradbury. An informative talk with  
some exercise.  
 

MEMBERSHIP: We have full membership and now 
have 15 on the waiting list.  
 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE: Please give your 
newsletter contributions to Sue at least 1 week before 
the meeting.   1403 hits on website  28/9/2008 
(that is about 23 hits/week!) 
 

An Interesting Web Site 

If you want to have a rent free holiday or go on a 
holiday and know that your house and pets are safe 
then have a look at this: 

http://www.housecarers.com/ (Marcia’s pick)  
http://www.aussiehousesitters.com.au/  

 

When Insults Had Class ….from Tony Wolf’s collection 
* 'He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the 
vices I admire.' - Winston Churchill  
* 'A modest little person, with much to be modest 
about.' - Winston Churchill 
* 'He has never been known to use a word that might 
send a reader to the dictionary.' - William 
Faulkner(about Ernest Hemingway).  
* 'Poor Faulkner. Does he really think big emotions 
come from big words?' - Ernest Hemingway (about 
William Faulkner) 
 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Paul Hay 46554437   

VICE PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819   

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         46476395   
TOURS Peter O’Loughlin         46476395   
PUBLICITY/Calendar Dorothy Fogarty 46580466   
NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   
WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 
WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 
HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 
HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  
Malcolm McKenzie 
Jean Forbes 
 

46554437 
46551622 
46205227 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group 
                  Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 
Art          Brian Howes         46264267 
Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 
Golf          Paul Hay          46554437 
Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 
Gardening         Sue Kijurina                  46470912 
Astronomy         Bob Bee          4647 4335 

Travel Tales                 Kathy & Mal Smith           46552159 

  

PROFILE:  Robert (Bob) Bee 
Born Robert Edward Bee on 9th 
October, 1946, my parents and older 
sister, Barbara, moved from Mascot 
to Punchbowl when I was three. I can 
honestly say my childhood memories 
are all happy ones, though I know my 
parents struggled on one wage to feed and cloth us. 
We grew our own veggies and had chooks. We were 
happier with simple things those days. My parents 
never had a car so we walked or public transported 
everywhere. 

I went to Greenacre Primary and after a slow 
start, I took off around 4th class and ended up second 
in 6th class in 1958. 

My family attended Punchbowl Congregational 
Church so I was in their junior soccer team and 
cricket team (which I hated). My best season was 
when I actually scored one run. 

At Punchbowl Boys High I developed a love of 
maths and science but also English. I did well in my 

 

The Narellan PrThe Narellan PrThe Narellan PrThe Narellan Probusobusobusobus    
Newsletter of the Combined Probus Club of NarellanNewsletter of the Combined Probus Club of NarellanNewsletter of the Combined Probus Club of NarellanNewsletter of the Combined Probus Club of Narellan    

MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting: Ironbark Room, Narellan Library 10am 1st Friday of month 
Postal AddressPostal AddressPostal AddressPostal Address: P O Box 643 Narellan 2567 

www.narellancombinedprobus.org.auwww.narellancombinedprobus.org.auwww.narellancombinedprobus.org.auwww.narellancombinedprobus.org.au    EEEEmailmailmailmail: Webmaster@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

Volume 2  Number 4                                   October 2008 

              



Leaving Certificate in 1963, getting Honours in 
Maths I. This led me to gravitate to a career in 
electrical engineering. 

The Electricity Commission of NSW gave me a 
full time cadetship for five years at Sydney 
University at their expense. In 1966 I took a year off 
engineering for a Science Degree (in Pure and 
Applied Maths). I’ve often said that year was the 
best in my life – I was like a pig in mud. During that 
year I discovered Marion at our Church’s youth 
fellowship. 

I graduated in Electrical Engineering in 1968 and 
the ECNSW sent me to help build Liddell Power 
Station. A long way from Marion to whom I’d 
become engaged early in 1969 so there were two 
years of driving up and down Putty Road every 2nd 
weekend. I loved country life and I discovered some 
hidden talents. I joined the local Methodist Church 
choir singing bass and the Muswellbrook Musical 
Society. I also did an art course at tech and found I 
could paint… sort of. 

Marion and I married in December 1970 and 
ECNSW moved us to Tamworth, with Marion 
teaching. It was a great year and we got deeply 
involved in the local scene, joining the Tamworth 
Musical Society with me on stage and Marion 
helping out back stage, though I did talk her into 
being a Sleeptite Girl in Pajama Game. 

ECNSW moved me back to Sydney HO in 1972 
and there I stayed in various engineering roles until I 
retired in October 2006 after 42 years. 

Marion and I had built in Ruse in 1973 and have 
three wonderful children – Fiona, Michael and 
Leanne. We were both active in Campbelltown 
Uniting Church and the kids’ school P&Cs. In 2002, 
with an empty nest, we down-sized and moved to Mt 
Annan. Now we have four beautiful grand-children. 

Though interested in astronomy since my teens, 
I became more active in 1996 when the Macarthur 
Astronomical Society formed, joining the committee 
and editing its journal for the first 11 years. A few 
years before that, I started active writing, though I 
had dabbled in it for years. In 1993 I started writing 
a children’s novel. I hope to finish its first draft by 

this Christmas. In 2006, I self published a 
binocular astronomy book which has sold over 
700 copies so far. I am working on a kiddies 
illustrated book plus an anthology of my 
Chronicle column which is in its eleventh year.  

Then we joined Probus. Life is… very busy. 
 

To Make You Smile 

* Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder.  

* Earth is the insane asylum for the universe.  

* I'm not a complete idiot -- Some parts are just 

missing. 

* Out of my mind. Back in five minutes.  

HUNTER VALLEY TRIP   17-19
th
 Sept 2008   

DAY 1                                                               
Clarice Stretch: 
Everyone arrived 
at Peter’s place on 
time so we made 
an early 8am start. 
Despite Sydney 

rush hour traffice we made good time through the 
suburbs to the F3 motorway. 

We stopped at the Bikies’ café at Mt White for 
morning tea where we had delicious coffee, home-
made muffins and scones. We were given the 
leftovers for afternoon tea. 

Soon after, we arrived at the East Maitland Bowling 
Club for a smorgasbord lunch - as much as we could 
eat (after those muffins!) with a huge variety to 
choose from. After lunch we went to the gaol – 
Maitland Gaol – where we were entertained and 
horrified by the graphic tales told by an ex-inmate of 
the gaol. We visited several cell blocks and saw 
some very small cells which were used to hold 4 
inmates at a time, some were used for solitary 
confinement and even ones with security barred 
doors where some prisoners were kept for hours 
between the bars and the steel door – a space about 
2’x3’. 

Our guide amazed us by demonstrating how to 
murder someone using only toilet paper and a 
cigarette butt – scary stuff indeed. 

Our visit ended at the site where the gallows used to 
be. The condemned man could see both the prison 
chapel and the local church as he went to meet his 
Maker. 

Altogether a very interesting 
place to visit but only for an 
afternoon – rather than several 
years. 

DAY 2                                                                  
Carol Warner: We left the 
motel about 8.15 am to travel 
to the hunter valley gardens 

the weather was perfect a beautiful sunny day. On 
arrival we were greeted by the horticultural guides 
some of us walked around the gardens and some 
went around in buggies we were shown separate 
sections of the gardens which were themes from 
different parts of the world the styles of these 
gardens & the colors & perfumes of the flowers 
mixed with the aroma of the curry plants, scent of 



the wisteria cascading from the overhead trellis was 
just amazing, we then entered the nursery rhymes 
story book section which is simply the most 
remarkable life like statues & as you walk around 
hearing the nursery rhymes being played from rock 
speakers throughout this section I could go on & on 
as the gardens covered some 30 acres of land & 
much more could be told they were absolutely 
majestic. 

We left the gardens to have lunch at the Weston 
workers club at Kurri Kurri another great meal was 
served to us, we then boarded the coach to be joined 
by Allen our guide who was to show & talk to us 
about the history of the murals that we were going to 
see, a committee was formed called the town with 
hearts to entice people to visit Kurri Kurri they 
decided to get the local people & children involved 
in painting murals on shops & buildings 
approximately 45 paintings spread over different 
streets of Kurri Kurri. 

The murals were 
beautifully 
illustrated & 
painted 
depicting the 
early days of 
history of this 
town. We then made our way back to the motel for a 
short rest & to freshen up for our evening dinner at 
the east Maitland bowling club for scrumptious 
smorgasbord dinner it was noted that some members 
had numerous helpings to the prawns they were so 
fresh. We then returned back to the motel where 
some of us participated in card & board games 
before retiring after a truly wonderful day lots of 
great scenery , company & food,food,food and more 
food.  

DAY 3 
Jeanette Jackson: Leaving  our Motel at 8.45 am 
Keith our great Coach Driver negotiated the 
Maitland peak hour traffic down the old Highway to 
our departure point at Booragul. 
 
On our way there Keith pointed out at Waratah the 
Mines Rescue Training facility where people 
interested in Mine Rescue can do a course. Under 
this building is a tunnel which can be filled with fire 
or water ( which could happen in a real disaster) and 
the trainees are shown how to react to any given 
situation.  Maybe a tour we could fit in at a later date 
(approx 3yrs down the track). 
 
Arriving early at Booragul wharf some had nibblies , 
others visited the Art Gallery and others just enjoyed 
the lovely view of Lake Macquarie. 

 
We were welcomed aboard the 

Wangi Queen where we 
enjoyed 3hrs of  cruising the 

waters of Lake Macquarie. The 
Morning Tea and Lunch will 

be something we will 
remember for quite some time. 
 
The history and scenic 

commentary by our Captain was very informative 
and we could not have wished for a more perfect 
day. 
 
Whilst at the Art Gallery Susana purchased an Art 
Book.  She was absolutely fascinated with one of the 
photos and went around the coach to see if she 
recognised who it was. 

 
At Hawkesbury River we had a comfort stop where 
we were entertained by the Brush Turkeys.  It just 
proves it doesn’t take much for Probians to enjoy 
themselves. 
 
We arrived at Peter’s home at Mt Annan at 5.00pm 
or thereabouts. 
How great a trip was that.  Thanks Pete. 

*Another ‘thrill’ 
-  just watching 
the 10 cars 
coming out of 
Peter’s back 
yard – some 
were backed out 

and some had a clearance of 3cm each side.  
 

www.paulowniatrees.com.au 

The tree that we saw at the Bikies’ 
café on the way to The Hunter. 
They are used for matchsticks as 
well.  

  
 

 

FOR SALE  
The funds from advertising will go towards the cost 
of Club stationery. It is $10 for 5 lines, for 6 months. 
Details need to be given or emailed to Sue. 
 
*Avon Consultants      Sheila McAtamney 
 
Sue’s Sculptures   www.sculpturesinfabric.com 
 
*“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 
stamps, cardstock, paper for scrapbooking and 
cardmaking  

 

 



CALENDAR FOR 2008 - Dorothy Fogarty 

TOURS—Peter O’Loughlin 

tours@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on 

the coming tours – they are open to family and 

friends. 

Please note that our bus pick up is between the 

Library and the Town Centre Car Park. 

  

  

Oct 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

  

Oct 4     Gardening: Open Gardens at Picton & 

 Thirlmere 

 

Oct 4 Dinner & Theatre “Rumours” 

  

Oct 7(TTuueess))    Bus Trip, Leura Garden Festival 

  Meet at Library at 8.00am 

 

Oct 8     Let’s Talk Astronomy with Bob Bee, 7.30pm     

               at Marg & Paul’s  

  

Oct 9 NO Art Classes with Brian Howes 

  

Oct 10 NO Photography with Ros 

  

Oct 10 Dinner The Bohemian Euro Restaurant,  

 Narellan 7.30pm 

 

Oct 13 Travellers’ Tales with Kathy and Malcolm 

  

Oct 17 Coach Trip Blackheath Rhododendron  

 Gardens  

  

Oct 24 Gardening with Sue 

 

Oct 24 Cards at Jeanette’s 7.00pm 

 

Oct 24 Photography with Ros 

 

Oct 25    Beer Shed at Leumeah – see Paul 

  

Oct 28  Probus Bowls @ Camden RSL 

  

Oct 30 WALKING GROUP,  St. Mary’s Cathedral, 

 Government House  

  

Nov 7 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

  

Nov 11  Movie Night @ Macarthur Square, 

  

Nov 13 Art Classes with Brian Howes 

 Nov 14  Photography with Ros 

  

Nov 15 Gardening trip: May Gibbs’ Nutcote 

  

Nov 21  Coach Trip National Capital, War Memorial 

&  National Museum   

  

 Nov.22 Dinner & Theatre “The World Goes Round” 

  

Nov 25 Probus Bowls @ Camden RSL 

  

Nov 28  Gardening with Sue 

  

Dec 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

 Guest Speaker 

  

Dec 19 Christmas Lunch, Camden Valley Inn 

  

Dec 30  Probus Bowls @ Camden RSL 

  

Dec 31 Campbelltown New Years Eve Fireworks 

  
 More of ..When Insults Had Class ..Tony Wolf  

 
* Gladstone, a member of Parliament, to Benjamin 
Disraeli: 'Sir, you will either die on the gallows or of 
some unspeakable disease.'  
'That depends, sir,' said Disraeli, 'On whether I 
embrace your policies or your mistress.'  
* 'I have never killed a man, but I have read many 
obituaries with great pleasure.' -Clarence Darrow 

* 'Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; 
I'll waste no time reading it.' - Moses Hadas  
*'He can compress the most words into the smallest 
idea of any man I know.' - Abraham Lincoln  
*'I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter 
saying I approved of it.' - Mark Twain  
*'He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his 
friends.' - Oscar Wilde  
*'I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my 
new play; bring a friend.... if you have one.' - George 
Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill  
 

 

 

 

 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash 

advance.  

Stupidity is not a handicap. Park elsewhere!  

A step back in time at The 

Bikies’ Cafe 
Ian, we told you not to do it! 



INTEREST GROUPS 

Check the web site, calendar and flyers 
concerning Interest Groups. 
 

Art Group – Brian Howes 
Brian will be away this month – enjoy your trip! 

 
Gardening Group – Sue Kijurina 
Our September gathering was at Pat & Ray 
Cranfield’s home on Frid. 26th Sept. Pat & Ray have 
a peaceful ‘park’ for a backyard with some unusual 
trees and plants. We are going to 2 open gardens on 
October 4th: 1 at Picton and 1 at Thirlmere. On the 
24th Oct. we will be having the 1st part of our 
gathering  at Linda Lord’s home at Narellan to see 
her water pump for recycling water to the garden, 
then on to Lynne Turner’s for the second hour. We 
are planning on taking public transport to May 
Gibb’s Nutcote at Neutral Bay  on the 15th 
November and going to “The Willows” at Robertson 
on the 30th Nov. Phone Sue: 46470912 if you would 
like to join us for any of these gatherings -  all 
welcome. 
 
Computer Group – Robert Keyworth 
 There will be no meetings for the 2 weeks of the 
school holidays - Sept 30th and Oct 6th.  Interest has 
been dropping off recently so I am considering 
cutting back to perhaps just once a month, I will say 
more about this at the meeting. Suggestions would 
be welcomed. 
 

Local Country Music Clubs 
 
*Monday: Camden Country Music Club; Hope 
Christian School Hall; Every Monday. 7.30pm – 
10pm; Ph. Colleen 1300 731 418 
*Great Southern Country Music Club:Bomaderry 
RSL Club; 1st Monday of the month. 7.00pm – 
10pm; Ph. Chris 04 421 2080 
*Tuesday: Macarthur Country Music Club; “West” 
Tennis Club, Leumeah; Every Tuesday; 7.30pm – 
10pm; Ph. Gary 02 9824 8453. 
*Blacktown Country Music Club; Lucky Australian 
Tavern. St Mary’s; Every Tuesday.  7.00pm – 10pm. 
Ph. 02 9621 3110. 
*Wednesday:Acoustic only night. 6.0pm – 10pm. 
See South Coast CMA below 
*Thursday:Wollondilly Country Music Club; Picton 
Bowling Club; Every Thursday. 7.00pm – 10pm; 
Ph. Glenda 02 4681 9903 
*Sunday: South Coast Country Music Club. (Family 
day); Mt Kembla Heights Community Hall.; Every 

4th Sunday of the month 10.00am - 4.30pm 
Ph. 04 4276 1595   
 

WHO: Who said to remind them not to bring their 
church group to hear our guide at Maitland Gaol. 

Pat says that the 3 words to describe our Probus 
functions, especially when on tour, are Talking, 
Eating & Drinking  - that spells TED (or TEd – if we 
are careful). TED could be our Club mascot. 
 

More To Make You Smile 

Consciousness: That annoying time between naps.  

Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?  

Being 'over the hill' is much better than being under 
it!  

Wrinkled Was Not One of the Things I Wanted to 
Be When I Grew up.  

Procrastinate Now! 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes.  

 
 

INTERNET PAYMENTS: Contact our Treasurer 
for bank details. Payments for membership 
renewal and trips can now be made this way. 

 

Thank you!! Narellan Sand, Soil & Garden 
Supplies will give members a special price on 
products. Contact Rhys Evans.                                                  
Address: 2/1-5 Anzac Ave, Smeaton Grange   
Phone: 46461313     Mobile: 0414 462313 

 

 

 

 

10% off  
Mechanical 
Services. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Frid  3rd Oct 08 
NEXT MONTH’S MEETING: Frid 7th Nov 08 
                            10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       
WHERE: Narellan Library                                                                                                                      

                                SPONSOR: Peter Kijurina             
                               & Health Properties Project                                      

Ma                                Marketing (HPPM) focuses on                  
                                 Aged Care projects. HPPM is                                   

is proud                         proud to sponsor our web site &    
                        domain name for 1year 

Enquiries: Ph: 0411 753 110 www.hppm.com.au 

 

At The Hunter Valley Gardens 

 


